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ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE IN AMAZONIA 

Os sitios arqueol6gieos sao os unicos 

testemunhos do historia de povos j6 

desaparecidos. 0 eonjunto de sitios 

espalhodos pelo territ6rio brasileiro 

constitui um patrimonio rico e diversifieado, 

mas poueo conhecido da populac;oo. No 

Amazonia, onde 0 artesanato com 

inspirac;oo arqueologica e expressivo, 0 

desconhecimento sobre esse patrimonio e 0 

seu significado para a historia tem sido uma 

das causas de destruic;oo de muitos sftios ­

antes que os orque61ogos investiguem suo 

origem e estruturo. 

A destruic;:60 do patrimonio arqueol6gico 

amazonico tambem tem outras causas. 0 

Archaeological sites are the only witnesses of 

the history of people who are already gone. The 

ensemble of sites scattered aver the Brazilian 

territory constitute a rich and diversified heritage 

that is generally little known. In Amazonia, where 

there is an expressive tradition of handicraft 

inspired on archaeological motifs, the lack of 

knowledge on this heritage and its significance for 

history have been the reason for the destruction of 

a number of sites - before archaeologists could 

have a chance to investigate their origin and 

structure 

There are, however, other additional causes for 

the devastotion of the Amazonian archaeological 

heritage. The illegal trade of items is an important 
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eomercio ilegol de pec;:as e um fotor 

important.e, bem como 0 avanc;:o 

desenvolvimentisto do pafs, que prioriza 

investimentos em grandes obros e na 

exploroc;:60 intensiva de reeursos naturais. 

Essas otividades, de diferentes maneiras e 

em diferentes graus, soo respons6veis por 

tronsformac;:6es socio-ambientais e 

comprometem a integridade do 

patrimonio arqueol6gieo do pafs. 

Essa exposic;:60 pretende divulgar a 

riqueza e diversidade desse patrimonio. E 
um convite para a reflexao sobre sua 

vulnerabilidade e um alertc para os riscos 

do sua destruic;:ao. 

foctor, as well as the developmentalist mindset of 

the country, which sets a higher priority on 

investments in large-size works and in the 

intensive exploitation of its natural resources. 

Those activities, in various ways and degrees, are 

responsible for socioenvironmental 

transformations that endanger the integrity of the 

archaeological heritage af the notion. 

This exhibition intends to promote the 

richness and the diversity of this heritage. It is an 

invitation for thinking about its vulnerability and a 

warning forthe risks of its destruction. 
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onasCronologia das culturas arqueologicas do medio e baixo 

Chronology of archaeological cultures in the middle and lower Amazon 
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